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Vendors who chose to leave the Davenport riverfront farmers market will be
allowed to continue selling their wares in the NorthPark Mall parking lot.

The Mississippi Valley Growers Association and River City Market groups have
already held two market days at the mall, under a temporary

permit. On Wednesday, the city’s Zoning Board of Adjustment made it official —
granting a season-long special-use permit to sell produce and other items in the
lot.

Ken Oestreich, a city planner, said the markets were granted a temporary permit
to avoid the appearance that the city was biased against the NorthPark location.

“Normally, we tell people they can’t operate until this board makes a decision,” he
said. “But we did not want to feel like we were being discriminatory and we didn’t
want them to lose vendors if there was a time delay.”

Jane Weber, who spoke on behalf of the MVGA, said the new location is serving
customers who have never been to a farmers market before.

“Business has been good, and parking has not been a problem,” she told the
board of adjustment. “We’re reaching lots of new people.”

The combined MVGA and River City Market separated from the downtown
Davenport Freight House Farmers Market this spring after the markets’
leadership couldn’t come to terms with new rules laid down by the Davenport
Levee Improvement Commission.

Both the Freight House and the NorthPark locations hold market days on
Saturdays and Wednesdays. The NorthPark location runs from 8 a.m. until noon,
and the Freight House market runs from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. those days.



